The Exhibition The Artist Contact

A/ A VE"

The life of a master Katsushika
Hokusai is regarded as one of the
most influential and creative
minds in the history of Japanese
art. His unique social
observations, innovative
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of the brush made him famous
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For general information about the exhibition, the collection, our events programme
and other activities: E-mail: info@hokusai.com Phone: (020) 570 52 00



“Great things are done by a series of small things brought together.” Van Gogh started out drawing as a child, but first became known for sketches of
his neighbors and friends. After a failed courtship with a woman who refused to see him, he got to know artist Anton Mauve, who helped him learn how
to paint with oil and watercolor. He also lent him money to set up his own studio. After his new girlfriend killed herself by means of drowning, he moved
to Drenthe. Between 1860 and 1880, when he finally decided to become an artist, van Gogh had two sad romances. He also had worked unsuccessfully
in a bookstore, as an art salesman, and a preacher. He remained in Belgium, where he had preached, to study art. The works of his early Dutch period
are sad, sharp, and one of the most famous pictures from here is The Potato Eaters, painted in 1885. In that year, van Gogh went to Antwerp where he
found the works of famous artists and bought a lot of Japanese prints.In 1886 he went to Paris to join his brother Theo, who was the manager of
Goupil's gallery. In Paris, van Gogh studied with Cormon. He also met Pissarro, Monet, and Gauguin. This helped the colors of his paintings lighten and
be painted in short strokes from the paintbrush. His nhervous temper made him a difficult companion and night-long discussions combined with
painting all day made him very unhealthy. He decided to go south to Arles where he hoped his friends would join him and help found a school of art.
Gauguin did join him, but it did not help. Near the end of 1888, Gauguin left Arles. Van Gogh followed him with an open razor, but was stopped by
Gauguin. Instead, he cut his own ear lobe off. After that, van Gogh began to get fits of madness and was sent to the asylum in Saint-Remy for medical
treatment.He painted over 1,000 portraits.
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